
 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

26th May 2022 at 7pm, Otford Village Memorial Hall 

 

Present: R Shelton  (Chair), S Featherstone (Treasurer), C Bent (Secretary), P Clucas, P Chatterjee, J 
Kelly and 40 members of the public 

Guest speaker: R Gough 

1. Apologies for absence – J Lee, M Bradnock 
2. The Minutes of 2019 were considered (as copies were available for members of the public 

to peruse as well as being available on the website in advance) 
3. Matters Arising 
4. Chairman’s Report (Rod Shelton) 

The Chairman outlined the formation of the reconstituted and revived Otford Society and 
introduced the new Management team. It was noted that although we have all of us faced a 
difficult period with the Covid pandemic, as a Society, we have also managed to achieve 
much to bring our community together, beginning with our Road Friends Scheme.  Since the 
easing of the lockdowns other projects have been organised for our community to enjoy: 
Christmas trees for every commercial property 
Chicks at Easter 
Picnic at the Palace 
The Village Fete – Wheel of Fortune 
Elves on the Shelves  
Christmas Lights throughout the Village and Parade 
And the Otford Adventures for families in Oxenhill Shaw and Meadow 
 
On Society business, it was agreed that the Management Committee would study the pros 
and cons of us changing our status as a charity and this was agreed with a majority vote. A 
second proposal was also agreed that the Society should in future hold bi-annual public 
meetings. 
 



Thanks were given to Rod Shelton for his tireless enthusiasm and contribution in his 
leadership role to the Society. 
 
Jeff Lee has requested that he stand down from his role as Vice Chairman.  He was thanked 
in his absence for his unwavering support for the Society during its successful re-formation.  
Marianne Bradnock requested that she resign from her post as Trustee but continue as an 
active member of the Management Committee. The Chairman welcomed her continuance in 
this role.  
 

5. Treasurer’s Report (Simon Featherstone) 
Although 2020 was a hugely challenging year, the Society entered 2021 with net assets of 
£14,537.  However, with the expenditure on village projects, the funds stood at £13,663 by 
the end of the year.  Since then, further funds were used to invest and improve the website, 
currently managed by M Bradnock. Although we have had good incomes from village events, 
for the Society to flourish we would need to increase future fundraising. We could not rely 
upon Membership donations to provide sufficient funds to run the Society. At present 300 
families are represented in our registered membership. A discussion followed with audience  
members to examine ways in which we could develop a wider base of supporters. A 
consideration was discussed to seek commercial and corporate support in order to ensure a 
regular source of finance.  
 
Simon Featherstone was thanked for his report (with the accompanying slides).  He would 
now stand down as active Treasurer, a role he had carried out for two very successful years, 
in order to become Vice Chairman. 
 

6. Election of Chairman, Trustees, Officers 

Rod Shelton was re-elected by a unanimous vote to continue as Chairman. 

Chris Sutton was proposed and seconded to become a Trustee and take on the role as Treasurer. 

Other trustees include P Clucas, C Bent , S Featherstone 

P  Chatterjee, M Bradnock (stepping down as a Trustee) and J Kelly continue as Officers with Rebecca 
Rodgers volunteering to be a part of the management team. 

 

7. AOB 
The Community Superstar Award was awarded to much acclaim, to Sue Stephenson.  A 
certificate and bouquet of flowers were presented. 
 
The meeting concluded with an address by Roger Gough (Chairman of Kent County Council) 
on ’Otford.  Into the future’. There were many questions posed from the appreciative 
audience to which Roger responded in detail. 
 
The Meeting closed at 9pm  


